		Appendix 1

CHARD TOWN COUNCIL

PERIODIC MAINTENANCE FOR SOLAR PANEL INSTALLATION – 
REQUEST FOR QUOTATION

Chard Town Council (‘CTC’) is seeking to obtain quotations from MCS certified contractors for periodic maintenance of its solar panel installation in line with the maintenance schedule published in the MCS Standard.

CTC currently has 40 PV solar panels installed on the roof at the rear of the Guildhall in Fore Street, Chard.  Whilst they are subject to regular visual checks by staff, no formal testing has been undertaken by a competent person since the solar panels were installed in 2016.  
 
SPECIFICATION

CTC is seeking a quotation for an immediate full maintenance test/check per the attached maintenance schedule (Appendix 1) for the existing solar panels.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
In addition, an indicative costing should also be supplied for the annual intermediate test/check, although CTC is currently tendering for installation of additional panels to be fitted together with battery storage which will ultimately broaden the review.  However, the indicative costing for the installation as is will assist with budgeting for the next financial year.

Contact for queries in relation to this quotation should be directed to Gareth Hughes, Town Clerk by email Townclerk@chard.gov.uk.

The closing date for quotations to be received is 5pm on Tuesday 16th January 2024.
		



[image: ]

image1.png
APPENDIXF-MAINTENANCE SCHEDULE
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Visual check of modules from ground level
(check for slipped modules, damage, soiling etc)
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Visual check of inverter where safe access

(check forindication of fault or damage)

Recorded generation isincreasing

Visual check for signs of structural distress
(Particularly after heavy winter snow)

Reduce shading from vegetation growth where possible

AC & DCisolators
(Functional check, damage andingress)
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DC junction boxes where present
(Damage and ingress)

Integrity of fuses and surge protectors where present
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Generationin line with prediction
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Inverter(s) mounted securely

inverter(sj ventilated
(Unobstructed airflow, fans operating etc)

Externally mountedinverters free of signs of wateringress
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Inverter fault log(s)

AC voltage atinverter(s) and assess risk of overvoltage
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DC connectors

(Secure, free of damage, supported away from pooling water)
Clean modules

(Particularly where shallow pitch and dusty environment)
Test DC circuits

(Vsc, Isc, Earth leakage)
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Cablesadequately supported and free of damage
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AllTabelling & signage present and correct
(Including system schematic)
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Emergency shutdown procedure visible
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Module clamps secure

(Check torque of random sample)
Mounting rails secure and free of distortion

(Including fixing brackets)

String seriesresistance test

Potential Induced Degredation test
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Thermographic survey for faulty components and module cells

Frequency:
Domestic Privately Owned yr

Domestic Rented (Private or Social landlord) -
Public Building (e.g. school, hospital) 6-monthly
Commercial and Industrial monthly

Note: the checks above, the categorisation of buildings and systems along with the frequency
are advisory only. System size is also a factor such that larger systems may justify an increased
frequency and smaller systems a reduced frequency.
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